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Welcome
Welcome back! We hope you had
a relaxing summer. A particularly
warm welcome to our new
children and their families – it’s been
a busy start to the term which has gone well with 
all children settling quickly into their new 
classes.

Addresses and Telephone Numbers
If you have moved address or changed your 
telephone number during the school holidays, 
please inform the school by contacting the 
school office. This is important should we need 
to contact you in an emergency. It is also 
important to have an up-to-date email address 
as most of the information from the school will 
be sent out via email.

Uniform
At Minet Junior School, we have high 
expectations of the children’s uniform, including 
their shoes (No trainers). Uniform contributes to 
the ethos of our school and gives the children a 
sense of identity. Please ensure your child is 
wearing the appropriate                                    
clothing including a school 
jumper or cardigan and a tie.

PE Kit
It is important that all children have their 
PE kit in school to allow them to take                   
part in this statutory aspect of the         
curriculum. Please ensure your child has                
their PE kit including shoes in school 
during the week. PE kits can be brought into 
school on a Monday and taken home on a Friday 
for washing at the weekend. Children are not to 
wear their PE kit to school.

Upcoming Dates
14th Sept – Year 3 welcome meeting 2:45pm
15th Sept – Year 6 welcome meeting 2:45pm
16th Sept – Year 5 welcome meeting 8:50am
17th Sept – Year 4 welcome meeting 2:45pm
21st Sept – Year 6 Victorian Day
22nd Sept – Individual and Sibling Photos
23rd Sept – Year 6 trip to Hayes Mosque
9th Oct – Hello Yellow Day
16th Oct – Nasal flu vaccines
19th-21st Oct – Year 6 visit Battle of Britain 
Bunker

26th-30th Oct – Half Term

Year 6 Secondary School
Applications for secondary school, for children 
starting Year 7 in 2027, are now open. Please 
apply online via the Hillingdon website. The 
closing date for application is the 31st October, 
and it is recommended that you make your 
application by the end of this half term. Further 
information about the process can be found on 
the secondary school transition part of the 
school 
website.
Secondary
school open 
evening 
dates 
can be seen 
opposite.
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A Parent’s Guide to Pupil Premium and School Meals
           At Minet Junior School, we want every child to have the same opportunities to learn, grow 
and succeed. The Pupil Premium is a special government grant that helps us do exactly that.
If your child qualifies for a “Targeted” registration, our school receives extra money to boost their 
learning, confidence and wellbeing.

The Three Tiers of School Meals
Following national updates to benefits-related school lunches, there are now distinct tiers of 
funding. It is vital to understand which category your family fits into:
1. The London Mayor’s Universal Free School Meals: Thanks to the Mayor of London, every single 

junior school child automatically receives a free hot lunch every day. This happens 
automatically and saves families hundreds of pounds a year.

2. Expanded Free School Meals (Free Meals Only): Your family receives Universal Credit, and 
your household income is over £7,400 a year. Your child is nationally entitled to a free meal, but 
this does not trigger extra Pupil Premium money or holiday club access for the school.

3. Targeted Free School Meals (Brings Funding to the School + HAF Holiday Clubs): Your family 
receives Universal Credit, and your net annual household income is £7,400 or less (before 
benefits). This also includes families on Income Support, Jobseeker’s Allowance, Child Tax Credit 
(with no Working Tax Credit), or those with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF). Only this group 
unlocks Pupil Premium funding for the school.

Why you must register either way: Even if you fall into the Expanded group, registering helps the 
national government cover the cost of your child’s lunch rather that the London Mayor’s fund, which 
protects our school budget. 

How we Spend Pupil Premium Money
Because Pupil Premium funding in bundled together, it allows us to invest heavily 
in your child’s environment. We use it for:
• Targeted Support: Extra teaching assistants,
• Subsidies: Helping parents with the cost of after-school clubs and educational school trips.
• Wellbeing: Providing pastoral care, mentoring and emotional support.

How to Apply in Hillingdon
Applying is fast, entirely confidential and will not change how your child receives their daily lunch.
1. Check or Apply Directly: In the Borough of Hillingdon, applications are processed directly 

through the school.
2. What we need: Please come into the school office with your National Insurance Number, date 

of birth, and full legal name.
3. Use the Online Checker: You can also run a quick, secure check yourself at the LGfL Free School 

Meals Checker to see if you qualify instantly.
If you have any questions or need help setting up your ParentPay account, please email 
help@minetjunior.org.uk or pop into the school office and speak to Mrs Dobson or Miss Short in 
complete confidence.
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How to Order Meals on ParentPay
Even though lunches are free for all pupils under the Mayor’s scheme, all meals must still be pre-
ordered, so our kitchen knows what to cook and to avoid food waste.
• Pre-order online: Please log in to your ParentPay account to select your child’s meal choices in 

advance.
• Ordering Deadline: Meals must be selected by 6:00pm the day before the meal is required.
• No charge: Your ParentPay balance will show £0.00 for these meals, so you do not need to add 

any money to order a school lunch.

Unlock the Hillingdon HAF Programme
Registering for Targeted Free School Meals gives your child completely free access 
to the Hillingdon Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme during the Easter, 
Summer and Winter school holidays. 
HAF offers:
• Free School Holiday Clubs: Completely free access to active holiday camps 
across the borough.
• Exciting Activities: Football, multi-sports, creative arts, drama and music production.
• Free Meals: A nutritious, healthy hot meal provided every day they attend.
Only children registered for Targeted FSM receive automatic free booking access to this fantastic 
scheme.

Our Exciting New OPAL Play Journey Begins!
On Monday 14th September, we officially launched our new games and 
activities as part of our ongoing OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) bid 
to make playtimes more exciting! The playground was filled with fun, 
laughter, and giggles as children enjoyed a brilliant mix of activities,
including dressing up, giant board games, Lego, racing cars, singing, 
and dancing. Watch this space—there are plenty more fun activities to
follow!
In addition to the launch, our School Council has been working in close
collaboration with our Rights Respecting Ambassadors to draw up a
brand-new Playground Charter. This Charter 
directly supports UNCRC Article 31, which protects
“every child's right to play and rest”. The 
representatives have already shared the Charter
with their classes, and we look forward to seeing
everyone put these values into practice to ensure
our playtimes are safe, happy and inclusive for all!
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